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opened during the whole time of my being confined. But notwithstanding I was thus liberated, I was not for many months afterwards, without fear of another arrest. I had beside, a world of difficulties to struggle with. In the spring I met with some employment among the officers of the British army ; but that lasted but a little while, for as soon as Lord North's speech came over, their thoughts were alj turned upon it : and soon after, the orders for the heavy baggage to be put on board was the first signal of their departure ; which they effected at last in the quietest manner im-maginable. They did not go away, they vanished, to the great joy of every friend of America.
It would be in vain to attempt to give you an account of the devastation they committed in the environs of the city, indiscriminately, on whig and tory property: but am very certain, that you would not know them again. The persecution that numbers of worthy citizens underwent, from the malice of the tories, the tyranny of the police on all those they supposed to be friends to the liberties of America ; all these, would fill up a volume. To describe to you the luxurious way of living of, the officers of that army, cooped up within their lines, for several months : Their gambling,, plays, balls, gallantries, &c. &c. ; and to conclude, to describe the entertainment given by them to their General Howe, (which they called Meschianza) would hardly be worth while, and not in my power to do : Let it suffice, that they staid here near nine months without doing anything towards their pretended conquest of the country, and at last, went away to the place from whence they came ; but did not reach it so numerous, as when they left the city, having met with rubbers on their way thither ; and there I shall leave them.
As to the transactions here, since the time that this city returned into the hands of its lawful possessors, I could inform you of nothing more than what you have long since seen in our papers.
I shall now return to my little affairs. As you have seen above, I was fortunate enough to save my collection, which has greatly increased, since you was here; and to which, by the assistance of a few acquaintances, I am adding now and then something to; and as I have a whole house to myself, and a very good apartment for it, it appears with much greater advantage, and is more commodiously seen, than ever it was before. How happy would I be, to see you in my